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INSTITUTIONAL BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE 

20. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
With regard to the Department of Agriculture’s Institutional Biosafety Committee, which is responsible for 
ensuring that all licence applications to deal with genetic material by the Department of Agriculture are 
completed and scrutinised and for ensuring that all the conditions which the Office of Gene Technology 
Regulator may attach to the licence are fully complied with - 

(1) Will the minister provide a list of the members of the Institutional Biosafety Committee, including 
details of whether any members have currently or formerly been employed in academic departments or 
by biotechnology companies or companies directly involved in marketing or releasing genetically 
modified crops into the environment; and, if so, what is the nature of their involvement?  

(2) How many of the members have qualifications and experience in ecology or environmental impact 
assessments, and who are they?   

(3) Does the minister believe that there is a conflict of interest in some members of the committee being 
employed by the Department of Agriculture, particularly with ensuring the completion and scrutiny of 
licence applications lodged by the Department of Agriculture and compliance with licence conditions?  

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  

(1)-(2) The departmental members of the committee are Dr Sue Sutherland, chair; Mr Dave Hodgson; Mr Clive 
Robartson; Mr David Bowran; Dr Mark Sweetingham; Dr Darryl Hardie; Dr Reg Lance; Mr Ross 
Ramm; Dr Martin Barbetti; and Mr Richard Wheater, secretary.  The community members are 
Professor Jonathon Majer, Curtin University of Technology; and Mr Mark Taylor, the environmental 
manager for the City of South Perth.  I request that the other issues raised be placed on notice as it will 
be necessary to contact the members to obtain this information.   

(3) There is no conflict of interest.  The Office of the Gene Technology Regulator sets the conditions of 
licence and scrutinises compliance.  It is a condition of the Gene Technology Regulator that any 
organisation wishing to conduct genetically modified trials must establish an internal institutional 
biosafety committee.  Organisations are required to ensure their staff are trained in and familiar with the 
protocols and requirements for compliance with licence conditions set by the Gene Technology 
Regulator.  

 


